
Minutes of the Full Meeting of the Parish Council of Ecton held in The Village Hall, High Street, Ecton on Tuesday 17TH January 2017 at 7.30p.m.


Mrs. S. Bresnahan - Chairperson 


414/17
PRESENT: Mr R East, Mr D Dicks, Mr T Moffett, Mr W Brophy, Mr P Godby, Mr M Hope and Mrs J Jones. 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Mrs S Wong – Clerk, Samantha Patrone – Highways England, William Miller (Ecologist) and 3 Residents.
415/17     APOLOGIES: Mrs M Mulvey (Training) apologies were noted and accepted. County Councillor Paul Bell and Borough Councillors 

Clive Hallam and Jenny Bone were unable to attend due to other meetings.
415/17     DECLARATION OF INTEREST – No declarations of interest received.
416/17     TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 15th NOVEMBER 2016
Minutes of the full council meeting held on the 15th November 2016 as previously circulated, were read, confirmed and signed by the Chair Mrs S Bresnahan as correct record of account.
417/17     MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT COVERED BY ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
No matters arising to report.
418/17     TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

No Police representatives were in attendance. The crime report for December was read out by the Chair. High Street – Car windscreen smashed (hammer found at the scene) and assault without injury – victim approached by 2 unknown males and pushed.
Action: Clerk to enquire why the Police are not attending the PC meetings regularly

419/17    TO RECEIVE INFORMATION FROM SAMANTHA PATRONE – HIGHWAYS ENGLAND REGARDING A PROPOSED WILDLIFE CORRIDOR BESIDE FOOTPATH BETWEEN ECTON AND ECTON BROOK 

Samantha Patrone from Highways England gave a brief outline of a proposed wildlife corridor that will consist of landscapes works aiming to enhance the soft estate adjacent to Ecton Brook. Phase 1 will aim to improve landscape consistency, screening, connectivity of linear corridors, grassland diversity, benefits to pollinators and aesthetics and opportunities for users of the adjacent public footpath. The footpath is a strip off of the A45. The plan is in its early stages and it is hoped it will be funded by an Environmental designated fund. Samantha felt the grant application had a good chance of being accepted. The outcome of the grant application will announced by May 2017. The reasons for the plan is to enhance biodiversity in the area. If the wildlife corridor plan is successful a provisional programme of works has already been drafted with plans for works to continue until June 2018.
420/17     TO RECEIVE ANY UPDATES ON THE DECISION OF THE 20MPH SPEED LIMIT APPEAL 
The PC lost its appeal at the 20mph speed limit appeal hearing on the 10th November 2016.  David Grindley – Traffic and Asset Manager from NCC Traffic and Highways has suggested other Options that the PC can take to help alleviate speeding in Ecton.
1. Contact the Police Safer Roads Team to join the Community Speed Watch Scheme.

2. Receive a programme of visits from the Road Safety Speed Deterrent Team.
3. Participate in their Vehicle Activation Sign (VAS) self-purchase scheme.

4. Continue with the plan to have a feasibility plan undertaken of Ecton. The PC previously agreed to part fund the costs and we have now received confirmation that John Spencer (Chair of the Speed Review panel) will match fund the study.
It was resolved to arrange a walk about meeting with the Chair to discuss all our options and go ahead with the feasibility study. Action: Clerk to contact David Grindley and arrange a walkabout and to instruct the feasibility study commences.

421/17    TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

No Borough or County Councillors in attendance.
422/17
RECEIVE UPDATE REPORT REGARDING SYWELL AERODROME

No updates to report.
423/17     TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN INCLUDING /LOCALISM BILL AND THE CONSERVATION ASSESSMENT OF ECTON AND DISCUSS AND AGREE TO SET FUNDS ASIDE FROM PARIS FUNDS TOWARDS ONGOING COSTS OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN TO COVER A SHORTFALL NOT COVERED BY GRANT FUNDS.

Mike Haybyrne has completed a summary of the neighbourhood plan consultation surveys which Councillors have had sight of and any comments forwarded to Mike. 
The Chair Mrs Bresnahan and Vice Chair Mr R East recently meet with Mike to discuss the results and to discuss what further works are required to finish the Neighbourhood Plan in its entirety and further costs? All the grant money has now been allocated in the accounts under the Neighbourhood Plan budget, it currently shows an over spend of £337.54. Funds have been used to pay for all Neighbourhood Plan costs to date. Mike states the grant funds need to be spent as per the application proposal. £1581 should still be left in the budget. It was resolved to move £1918.54 from Parish funds into the Neighbourhood Plan pot (£337.54 to clear overspend and £1581 for the remaining grant balance). Extra spend is due to Mike invoicing higher costs than his original proposal due to more works taking place.  

As per his meeting with the Chair and Vice Chair, Mike has now provided the PC with proposals to finish the plan. First option was a reduced daily rate of £200 per day plus 45ppm mileage. Second Option was for a fixed price of £2600 plus 45ppm mileage. It was resolved to go with the second option (to spend up to a maximum of £3,000) The PC is happy with Mikes service and all are in agreement he is the best person to complete the plan.
The new reviewed Ecton Conservation Area assessment has been completed ahead of time. The new area map is not expected to be available until at least February 2017.
423/17
VILLAGE SERVICES

A. UPDATE REPORT ON THE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PLAYING FIELD AND FUND RAISING EVENTS
The PC have been notified they will receive a £10,000 grant through the Tesco Community Grants – Bags of Hep Initiative. This is to be paid in two payments. The Council would like to give their thanks to all residents that took part in the voting process to enable the PC to be awarded the 2nd highest value grant award from the Bags of Initiative programme.

Mr D Dicks presented the Council with a cheque for £500 from Ecton Charities to go towards the playing field fund raising. Special thanks is given to the Ecton Charities for their kind donation.

It is intended to replace the climbing frame, 2 swings and a slide during the final phase of replace the old play equipment. This will be a costly exercise as more concrete and rubber flooring would need digging up and removing, which is an expensive cost. More fund raising is required. Action: The Chair is to approach Garfields Weston again and enquire if they would match fund the £10,000 Tesco grant award?

B. DISCUSS AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS REQUIRED REGARDING THE RECENT PLAYGROUND INSPECTION.
The recent health and safety inspection report highlighted damage to a swing seat and recommended replacing. Resolved to replace the seat. Action: Clerk to contact Playdales and order a replacement seat.
C. TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON ANY STREET LIGHTING MATTERS 
With regards to the poor level of maintenance received under the maintenance agreement with EON, the Clerk has been sourcing alternative quotes for maintenance with other suppliers. The best option appears to be offered by Balfour Beatty. The Clerk meet with two Balfour Beatty representatives on site to assess the condition of the street lights and take note of the number of street lights. This will enable them to provide the PC with a quote for the costs of carrying out an inspection report detailing any repairs that are deemed necessary on any columns before they can take them onto their maintenance agreement. It was resolved to agree the costs of the report by email once the quote had been received.
D. RECEIVE AND AGREE WORK REQUESTS TO GIVE TO THE HIGHWAYS COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT GANG
A works request form has been received for the 2017 Community Enhancement Gang. It was resolved to ask for the following works to take place. If possible paint the lamp post columns, clean the bus shelter, fix the pot hole in West Street and fix the curb stones that are coming away in Church Way if Street Dr do not fix them. Action: Clerk to report curb stones in Church Way to Street Dr and complete the Community Enhancement Gang works request form and return back to Highways.
425/17
DISCUSS ANY PLANNING RELATED MATTERS AND THOSE NOT YET DETERMINED

14/00096/WASFUL – LAND AT LOWER ECTON LANE – VARIATION OF CONDITION 7, 8 & 9 OF PLANNING PERMISSION – TO EXTEND OPERATION HOURS

This application was discussed and the PC will make objections to the application on the basis of late night noise, night lighting, increased traffic flow, also taking into account the proposed gravel pit which will also increase the road load with heavy vehicles and stating the road will collapse under all these extra traffic movements.

NCC Public Consultations – On the development of Northampton Adult Social Services

Councillors were advised to respond online individually should they have any comments to the consultation.

426/17
FINANCIAL MATTERS -
A. REVIEW OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND PROPOSE PAYMENTS AND SIGN CHEQUES

The Clerk presented a balance sheet as at 17th January 2017. The current bank balance stands at £26,869.01 of which is broken down into £4341.46 David Cross funds, -£458.16 Play Equipment Fund, -£337.54 Ecton Neighbourhood Plan and £23,323.25 Parish Council Funds. Resolved that the balances as presented be accepted. Resolved that the following accounts be paid.
CHEQUES DRAWN OUT OF MEETING

505

Supaskips


Skip Hire at the Playpark


£452.80 Vat £90.56






£543.36
506

Seagrave Inspection Services



Playground Inspection Report



£95 Vat £19.00






£114.00

CHEQUES DRAWN AT MEETING



507

Ludus Leisure Hire Ltd




Toddler Swing, Roundabout and Matting





£4454 Vat £890.80






£5344.80
508

S Wong – Salary (16.11.16 to 17.01.17)





Salary 27 hrs 





                £325.08




Use of clerks home as office – Dec/ Jan £305/12 x 2


£50.84





Broadband






£20.00





Mileage 40.5miles
 





£26.33




Tax Deduction




              
               -£34.80











               ---------












              £387.45
509

HMRC


Tax for Shirley Wong




              £34.80
510

Shirley Wong


Expenses – Ink Toner




              £34.99


GRAND TOTAL OF CHEQUES



             £6,459.40
B. RECEIVE UPDATE REPORT REFERENCE DAVID CROSS
The current David Cross balance is at £4341.46. The EGO’s Club have agreed they will donate any surplus funds to the David Cross fund.
C. AGREE THE VALUE OF THE PRECEPT AND SIGN AND AUTHORISE THE PRECEPT REQUEST FORM
As per the resolution made at the November meeting to keep the precept level the same at £11,908 for 2017/18. The precept request form was completed and signed. All in agreement.

427/17     DISCUSS ANY CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Parochial Church Councils request to close the Churchyard for further burials – Request for the PC to answer C2 of their application. “Does the PC have any objections of the closure?” 
This request was discussed. It was resolved the PC would support this application. Clerk to make a note that it is still the Parochial Church Councils responsibility for the upkeep of the churchyard once is has been closed.
2017 Best Village Competition

It was discussed the Council would strive to take part in the competition in 2018.

Two residents who attended the meeting attended as representatives of Ecton Primary School. They stated that the school would like to

get more involved in parish matters. If there is anything they can assist the PC with they would like it be informed.

428/17     DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Resolved that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 21st March 2017 at 7.30pm at Ecton Village Hall.

Meeting ended at 8.55pm.

