
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council of Ecton 
held in The Village Hall, High Street, Ecton on Tuesday 16th May 2017 at 7.40p.m after the Annual Meeting of the Parish ended.
PRESENT: Mrs S Bresnahan (Chair) Mr D Dicks, Mr T Moffett, Mr P Godby, Mrs J Jones, Mr W Brophy and Mrs M Mulvey
IN ATTENDANCE:  Mrs S Wong – Clerk and Borough Councillor Clive Hallam
443/17
ELECTION OF CHAIR

Councillor D Dicks PROPOSED Mrs S Bresnahan as Chairperson for a further year, seconded by Councillor T Moffett. No further

nominations. All in favour. It was RESOLVED that Councillor S Bresnahan be appointed Chair for the year 2017/18.
444/17
SIGNING OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE FORM BY THE CHAIR


A DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE form was duly signed by the chair.
445/17
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR

The Chair PROPOSED Mr R East as Vice Chair for a further year, SECONDED by Councillor Dicks. No further nominations. 

                All in favour. It was RESOLVED that Mr R East be appointed Vice Chair for the year 2017/18.
446/17     APOLOGIES: Apologies were received and accepted Councillor Mr R East (away) and Councillor Mr M Hope (Touring) Borough

Councillor Jennie Bone (Meeting) and County Councillor Robert Gough (ill).
447/17     DECLARATION OF INTEREST – Borough Councillor C Hallam declared an interest in Planning Matters.
448/17     APPOINTMENT OF PLANNING REPRESENTATIVES

                It was RESOLVED that Planning Committee representatives would remain the same Mr B Brophy, Mr T Moffet and the Chair Mrs S

Bresnahan. All in favour.

449/17     APPOINTMENT OF LIGHTING REPRESENTATIVE
                It was RESOLVED that Mr P Godby would continue as the Lighting Representative. All in favour.

450/17     REPRESENTATIVES TO JOINT PARISH MEETINGS

                It was RESOLVED that the Clerk would continue to advise members when meetings are to be held and any 2 councillors to attend, whom 
                ever is available. The Clerk currently attends the Parish Forums and Councillor M Mulvey attends the Police JAG meetings.
451/17
DATES OF MEETINGS 2017/2018
It was RESOLVED to agree the following dates for 2017/18: 18th July 2017, 19th September 2017, 21ST November 2017, 16h January 2018, 20th March 2018 and 15th May 2018 (Annual Meeting of the Parish and Annual Meeting of the Parish Council).  

452/17     TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 21st MARCH 2017
It is noted that the Minutes of the 2016 Annual Meeting of the Council has been signed at the July 2016 Parish Council meeting. It was RESOLVED the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on the 21st March 2017 as previously circulated, were read, confirmed and signed by the Chair Mrs S Bresnahan as correct record of account.
453/17     MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT COVERED BY ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
No Matters to report.
454/17     TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM POLICE REPRESENTATIVES

A letter has been received from Inspector Daryl Lyon – Neighbourhoods Inspector Wellingborough and East Northants. We have been informed that due to reduction of the local policing team, as of 1st May 2017 they will not be routinely attending Parish Council meetings. If there are urgent matters then we can request they attend a meeting. Monthly crime statistics will not be available until later in the year. 
455/17     TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS


Borough Councillor Hallam reported building programs are on target apart from Wellingborough North – 6 months behind due to the bypass not being finished. Fly tipping is the main area of concern, fly tipping issues change locations all the time. The Chief Executive John Campbell has left The Borough Council Wellingborough (BCW) and has been replaced by three members of staff. They are Bridget Gamble, Julie Thomas and Liz Elliott. Liz Elliott has been appointed as the Managing Director.
456/17
RECEIVE UPDATE REPORT REGARDING SYWELL AERODROME

Borough Councillor Hallam reported John Campbell – the previous Chief Executive of the BCW wrote to the Airport Authorities before his departure. No further updates are currently available.
457/17     DISCUSS ANY UPDATES REGARDING THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN / DRAFT PLAN FOR BOROUGH COUNCIL

Consultant Mike Haybyrne prepared a small 12 month overview report for the meeting. In brief, the work over the last 12 months has included:
1. Preparation of the Emerging Draft Neighbourhood Plan

2. Consultation on the Emerging Draft Plan. 

During 2017 the key focus to date has been on the preparation of a schedule of comments received in response to the consultation on the Emerging Draft Plan and recommended responses for consideration by the Steering Group.

Mike has undertaken some work on preparing a Consultation Statement - a final version of this will need to be forwarded to the Borough Council at the Submission Stage.

Mike has also undertaken some work on the scoping reports for the Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitat Regulations Appraisal. At the Draft Plan stage these will need to be submitted to specific consultees for comment.

Mike has asked the Borough Council for an update regarding progress on the Conservation Area review and appraisal as we really need this to be in the public domain before we finalise the Draft Plan.  The next Steering Group Meeting should be scheduled towards the end of June.
458/17
VILLAGE SERVICES

A. UPDATE REPORT ON THE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PLAYING FIELD AND FUND RAISING 
Phase 2 play equipment ordered by Ludus is due to be installed anytime now. Redundant Pink swing and hopefully the slide will be taken away as a favour when the new equipment is installed. The Chair Mrs Bresnahan is aware of some parents organising a sponsored event which will then be match funded by Barclaycard. Borough Councillor Hallam will forward details of the Community Capital Grants scheme to the Clerk. The spinner at the playpark is wobbly. The Clerk was advised by Playdale it would cost £105 to send an engineer out to inspect it. It was RESOLVED the Chair would ask the team that install the new equipment if they could look at the spinner.
B. RECEIVE UPDATES AND DISCUSS ANY VILLAGE MAINTENANCE MATTERS 
Councillor Mr T Moffett reported bushes along Franklins Close were obscuring drivers view along the A4500. ACTION: Clerk to report the hedges to the necessary authority.
The Clerk has received an update from Fisher German regarding four concerns reported back in March. These were Foliage overhanging the footpath at 67 High Street, Stone Wall at the Kissing Gate, Dead maple tree at Windy Nook and Fencing at the lower end of the High Street. ACTION: Clerk to report back to Fisher German these matters need attending to urgently. 
C. RECEIVE UPDATE REPORT REGARDING STREET LIGHTING MATTERS

Clerk prepared and circulated an analysis of Street Lighting / Maintenance contracts providers that other Parish Councils use. Aylesbury Mains was very competitive and most Parish Councils are using these for their maintenance contracts. ACTION: Councillors to read the quote to help decide if switching from EON to Aylesbury Mains is the way forward. Clerk to enquire with EON the savings and life span of led lanterns.
459/17
RECEIVE UPDATES ON HIGHWAYS MATTERS AND DISCUSS AND AGREE WHETHER TO PURCHASE A VAS.
A cheque has been sent for the PC’s contribution to the traffic feasibility to be carried out by Highways. 6 Speed Deterrent Operations have been carried out between 4th Jan to 31st March 2017. 3 on the A4500 and 3 in the village. We have missed the deadline to join the Community Speed Watch but we are listed as showing an interest for the October 2017 drive. Clerk prepared and circulated an analysis of VAS. Following discussions it was agreed that we have insufficient evidence to warrant the purchase of a VAS. ACTION:  Clerk to update the analysis with VAS Signs from Westcotec – Borough Councillor Hallam stated Isham PC had just purchased one through Westcotec.  Clerk to also ask Highways for their latest information from recent checks.

The grass verge destroyed by parent parking on the Wellingborough Road has been reported to the Highways Community Liaison Officer by Steven Barber of Highways.
460/17
DISCUSS ANY PLANNING RELATED MATTERS 

16/00058/WASVOC – Land at Lower Ecton – Extended operation hours and increase HGV Movements. Application was granted.
461/17
OTHER PLANNING MATTERS AND THISE NOT YET DETERMINED

20 West Street – Large Wooden Garden room has been constructed and 18 West Street – Large trees have been cut down and taken away – ACTION: Clerk to enquire if both properties have sought relevant planning permissions.

462/17
FINANCIAL MATTERS -
A. REVIEW OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND PROPOSE PAYMENTS AND SIGN CHEQUES

The Clerk presented a balance sheet as at 16th May 2017. The current parish council funds stand at £38,470.05 as reconciled against the current bank statement. This is broken down into £4342.04 David Cross funds, £8871.90 Play Equipment Fund and £25,256.11 Parish Council Funds. 
Receipts received First precept payment of the financial year £7337, NCC Grass Mowing Grant of £152.97 and Vat refund of £2527.82 (to be split £687.46 pc funds and £1840.36 Playing field funds) have all be received.
Councillor Maggie Mulvey carried out on the 10th May 2017 an Internal Control of all payments and receipts for the year ended 31st March 2017.

Ncalc Internal Auditor Tina Charteress will be carrying out the Internal Audit for year ending 31st March 2017 in June 2017.

RESOLVED that the balances as presented be accepted. RESOLVED that the following accounts be paid.
	Chq Number
	Amount
	Inc VAT of
	Payee
	Details
	Power

	519
	480.00
	80.00
	NCC
	50% fee – Traffic Feasibility Study
	Highways Act

	520
	216.00
	
	Hayeswood Landscapes
	Grass Cutting
	Open Spaces Act

	521
	442.14
	36.00
	Ncalc
	Membership and Audit Fees
	LGA 1972 S143 

Accs and Audit Regs

	522
	174.82
	29.13
	Eon
	Street Lighting
	Highways Act

	523
	373.54
	17.79
	Eon
	Street Lighting Maintenance
	Highways Act

	524
	507.39
	
	Shirley Wong
	Salary
	LGA 1972 s 112

	525
	25.20
	
	HMRC
	S Wong Tax deductions
	LGA 1972 s 111

	526
	500.00
	
	Ecton PCC
	Churchyard Grant
	Open Spaces Act

	527
	102.00
	
	Ecton Village Hall
	Replacement Cheque (514) – Room Hire
	LGA 1972 s 111

	528
	675.89
	
	AON Insurance
	Insurance Renewal – 1st June 2017
	Accs and Audit Regs

	
	
	
	
	
	


B. DISCUSS AND AGREE WHETHER TO MAKE A YEARLY GRANT DONATION TO THE CHURCHYARD
The Clerk received estimated costs from Nigel Bond -Treasurer of the Ecton PCC regarding the annual costs of the Churchyard Maintenance. It was RESOLVED to make a grant award of £500 towards the maintenance costs.
C. RECEIVE UPDATE REPORT REFERENCE DAVID CROSS
The current David Cross balance is at £4342.04 less than half its original balance. It was agreed that the fund would cover the transport costs for this year's trip to the Arboretum.
D. Approval of the ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS AND Annual Governance Statement 2016 / 17
It was RESOLVED the Accounting Statements and Section 1 of the Annual Audit Return being the Annual Governance Statement for the financial year ending 31st March 2016 were duly completed and signed by the Clerk and Chair. 

E. AGREE THE DATES FOR THE EXERCISE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS (9TH JUNE TO 20TH JULY)
It was RESOLVED to agree the dates given by BDO external auditors to display the Public of Rights Notice. The period for the exercise of public rights to view the Parish Council accounts for the year ended 31st March 2017 is between 9th June to 20th July 2017. 
F. DISCUSS AND AGREE RENEWAL OF INSURANCE PREMIUM

Two Insurance renewal quotes have been received. The current provider AON at £762.80 and an alternative quote with Zurich at £675.89. The Clerk presented an analysis of both insurances. It was RESOLVED to ask AON to price match the Zurich quote and if they are unable to price match take out the Zurich policy. *Update after the meeting – AON agreed to price match the policy*

463/17     DISCUSS ANY CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT – UK Parliament Week 13 – 19 November. No action needed.
RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN SURVEY from Northamptonshire Highways has been received – It was agreed Councillor David Dicks would complete the survey on behalf of the council and circulate his response to Councillors by email.

464/17     DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Resolved that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 18th July 2017 at 7.30pm at Ecton Village Hall.
Meeting ended at 9.10 pm.

Signed by ……………………………………………………………….
Date ………………………………………………………
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